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Ore 9.00 – Saluti istituzionali ed apertura dei lavori 
Prof. Giuseppe Sciortino, Università di Trento  
Prof. Mario Diani, Università di Trento, ECPR Standing Group on Political Networks 
 
Ore 9,15 - Elena Pavan, Università di Trento 
Discussant – Stefania Milan, University of Amsterdam 
The REACtION Project. A Continuos Learning Experience 
The REACtION project, funded back in 2011 by the Provincia Autonoma di Trento 
(grant post-doc 2011), has provided in these years an excellent occasion to bring 
together different strands of reflection to shed new light on the nexus between digital 
media and collective participation. This introductory talk will illustrate the overall 
project framework and will present a summary of activities realized in the period 
2012-2015.  
 
Ore 9.45 - Nina Eggert, University of Antwerp; Katia Pilati, Università di Trento 
Organizational networks in the field of immigration 
The paper analyzes the formation and structure of organizational networks in the 
field of immigration in a comparative perspective. More specifically, we will test 
hypotheses of the impact of specific opportunities in the field of immigration on 
migrants’ organizational networks by analyzing the prevailing logics of interaction. 
Our main argument is that the political context of migrants’ city of residence affects 
the way migrant organizations send ties to other migrant and non-migrant 
organizations active in the field.  To test our hypotheses we use a unique data set of 
an organizational survey of migrant organizations in five European cities: Budapest, 
Lyon, Madrid, Milan and Zurich and analyze the networks of the total population of 
migrant organizations in each city. Preliminary results suggest that in political 
context closed towards immigration, organizational collaborations are based on the 
ethnic composition of organizational members. In contrast, in political contexts open 
towards immigration, project collaborations are sustained by organizations having 
the same interest in specific activities. Collaborations are more instrumental and 
based on similar agendas. 
 
Ore 10.30 - Jennifer Earl, University of Arizona 
Spillover as Movement Agenda Setting: How Movement Issues Spillover 
Online 
Although the study of social movement outcomes is often interested in the external 
consequences of social movements, research has shown that social movements 
can influence one another substantially through what is often referred to as 
“spillover.” However, spillover research has not strongly focused on agenda-setting 
impacts, despite strong support for agenda-setting impacts in research on political 
outcomes. Moreover, the complexity of modern information environments makes it  

 
important to understand how agenda-setting might work in online spaces. This 
paper brings these three threads together to examine how issue attention on 
websites by a given movement may lead to greater attention to that issue by other 
movements in later years. The paper analyzes five years of panel and cross-section 
data on 20 different movement areas to understand how specific issues moved 
between movements across time. 
 

***Ore 11.15 - Coffee break*** 
 
Ore 11.30 – Claudia Padovani, Università di Padova 
The discursive power of online networks. Background to a Global Alliance for 
Media and Gender. 
The presentation focuses on online networks thematically centred around gender 
equality in and through the media; and investigates the interplay between ideas, 
principles and knowledges – as ideational components that inform and result from 
actors’ interactions - and actors’ capacity to influence the framing of issues and the 
diffusion of principled norms in a specific domain. Building on an exploration of how 
power can be conceptualized in the context of online thematic networks (Padovani & 
Pavan 2013), I critically discuss the recently launched Global Alliance for Media and 
Gender (Gamag, UNESCO 2014) and interrogate its potential in structuring a 
consistent online discourse to parallel, support and inform offline activities. 
 
Ore 12.15 – Manuela Caiani, Institute for Advanced Studies 
Extreme Right Movements and on line Politics in current Democracies 
The Internet is generally regarded as an important vehicle for the diffusion of 
democratic principles, global thinking and equality, however it also embodies a ‚dark 
side‘ which is not widely understood. Focusing on extreme-right organisations in 7 
Western Democracies, this paper addresses the political use of the Internet by 
extremist groups and its potential impact on identity formation, organizational 
contacts, and mobilization. Through a formalized comparative web content analysis 
of 300 organizational web sites, combined with a SNA of their networks, I will show 
the use of the Internet for diffusing propaganda, political information, promoting 
cyber community of debate, recruit new members, organizing political mobilisation, 
and cross-borders contacts. The analysis includes different types of extreme right 
organizations (political parties and not party neo-nazi groups) and a comparison 
with similar extreme right online communities in some Eastern and Central 
European countries. 
 

***Ore 13.00 – Conclusione*** 
 

	  


